On Monday, ]ugmlat orn
that prohibits drivers from

'P]Ill.'il'lh-! phane calle autside

Gaf hands-free mode was

Jpproved by cthe full Sen-
Jte. House File 50, kmown

ux Lhe hands-free bill® and
wulhured by Senator Seott
Jerman (H-Hutchinsen),

- pasaed the Benate with bi-

partisen support and swraita
‘action by a conference woi-
amiLlee,
v, “Cell phone abuese on
dhe roadways is o growing
problem. This isnt about
reatricting libortics; il's a
amatter of public satety The
purpose of this bill s w en-
dmrage drivers to nac their
.]'.l]:I.ﬂ:I:I.E.'E im o homds-Tree man-
mier — ar put it down,” said
Honntor  Newman.,  “Driv-
Era hawve n responsihilily o
themselves, their passen-
ara, und the olhers on the
ynad. We nood Lo neinforee
guet how dangerous  cell
phone use while driving can
b, nnid that's what this bill
is intended to de”

The hill requires driv-
grs to uwst: mll phones in

hands-free mode for voice-
potiviled  olls, Funelions
fuch a3 navigation and mu-
gic wonld stll he allvwod,
alomg wicth podeasts and
ather audio-luse=] econlent.
The law would not apply to
driveera i1 vehicleas legolly
Pﬂrll;a;r! audzicl ol Lr::n_'ln: or
for emergency calls, Stote
I nlreiacdy  bans  texting,
using email, and web brows-
ing while driving,

“More and roore Minne-
suLans are being seriously

injured or killed because of

irresponsible, coll phone uee
while driving. Thia legisla-
tion is attempting Lo encowe-
ape peosple to uae phones in
8 honds-freses muanoners — o
put the phone down olin

gother, This s a matter of

public satety,” Senator Pl -
miin continued.

The legrisbalion awaita
action oy a l?'.l']'.lf'i.' T TN
mittess, which will meet to
work out  differences e
twoen Lhe hilla passed by
thr Houae nnd the Seoale.

Sennlor Seoll Wewm:an,

ol Hutehinson, is in hi= third

term representing lhstrict
18, which ineludes compmu-
nities in Meleod, Mecoker,
Sibley, and Wright counties.

Senntor Noewmon  sprves
as chairman of the Senate
Tronsportalion Finaoee and
Poliey Commitioe,

Solar garden

{continued from front)

propesty owners who live
near solor gunlens. Hea aaid
Lhioae property owners haad no
gipnificanl eonearns. “Ice a
aign of the times,” Grrawk sakd.

Among the conditions put
on the progeet hy the conmis-
sion melude:

# A barrier of vegetation
alony the west line of the s
lnr garden that i3 12 to 15
tall

s Maincain veretation

¥ il selbock on west line
al praparty

[& wos i wnanineus yote
b the commission tn upprove
the CUOE  Cavioeds City
Councl alsn approved  the
propoaal Wednesday:
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Ther are still steps Lo
take before the solar garden
bhecomes reality. Moch of the
prajrect. hing=s oo whet an-
gwera Linmneering Cancepea,
Tre:, gets from the Depart
ment of Nnturil Resoureea.

Arcording  to  Coughlan,
the poal s Lo have the solar
onling before the end of this
summer, Eagineering Con-
cepts, Ine, wonis Lo get the
project going in 2019 boeausd
the final yvenr of a 30% tax
credit for eolar gardens.

e pslahlished, the City
of Gavlord will reossive rental
income rom the property in
the amount of $800 per nen:
i Lhe develaped portion. and
5200 per aere on the remmin-
ing s,

Mayor
Boeder

{oont. from front)

Counly Sherilfs Investigator
formerly served on the Gay-
lard Cigy Counedl

Thir s 15 lsing prioce
cuted by the MeLeod County
Alwerney's OfMee, The Sibley
County Attorney’s CHTice re
ferred the ease te Meleod
Coonty due to eonflict of in-
tereat. Sibley County Attor-
niy Dowid Schauers forimer
peivate law practice, Schaner
Lizw (WMee, Tormerly served
a3 Uraylord's City Attorney
Schauver anld hiz private law
proctice mnd bogen secving
a3 full-dme Hibley County
Attarney in Desember 2018,

Brader, a retred businee:-

nsian, was elected mayor of

'I':-i-m.'h_'n'd in November 2072
and began serving in the po-
sition an Janoery 2013, He
was re-clocted to his sccond
term in Wovember of 2016
Hig rurmenl larm expanes in

Lecember 20620,

_:_“Hands-free” bill clears Senate floor *
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